
Opening Church for Sunday Eucharist in Church – 26th July at 10am 

Good news: the church wardens, clergy and some members of the PCC met this 

week and we decided that we can open the church for worship on Sunday 26 th July, 
10 am Eucharist. 

The church will be cleaned and set up in such a way that we are able to observe 

social distancing and follow all the guidelines issued by the government and the 
Bishops.  

Our aim is to combine ZOOM church with the actual service in Church, so we all can 

be in the same space – we ask your prayers to get the technology to work as we 
know people who have done it. The service will be about 40 minutes long, and for all 
who have enjoyed chatting with people on ZOOM, we will offer ZOOM coffee from 
11 am for everyone. Sadly, the congregation are not allowed to sing in Church, but 

we can have organ music and one soloist. For the time being, we will continue to 
make videos to reach as many people as possible with the good news of Jesus 
Christ.  

How will it work? 

If you wish to come to church, you must let us know beforehand, by midday on 
Saturday, if possible. We will create a simple online booking form, which is the best 

way for us to manage this. But you will also be able to email or book in by phone. 

Your information will be stored for 21 days as requested by the government for track 
and trace purposes, and then deleted. Please do not attend if you have a 

temperature, persistent cough or a loss of taste or smell, and let us know if you 
subsequently develop symptoms after attending. 

No one should feel under any obligation to come now that we have in person 

services again, especially if vulnerable. Shielders in particular will be advised to wait 
at least until the end of August before returning, depending on infection levels.  

After the service on the 26th July we will make a decision about when to resume the 
Wednesday morning Eucharist. We anticipate that this service will be especially 

suitable for those in the vulnerable categories. This is ent irely self-defined: no one 
will be told what service they should or shouldn't come to. 

More information of ‘What to expect when you come to church’ is available on the St 

Thomas website homepage. I am away this week, visiting my parents in Germany. If 
you have any worries or questions at all, please contact Rev Cat or the church 
wardens.     

What to expect when you come to church 

Although to worship in person together will be wonderful, there are some changes 
the government have asked us to make to ensure we can do so safely. As well as no 

singing, we must sit in household groups 2m apart from others.  

You will not be able to sit in your usual seats, as we want to accommodate as many 
people as possible. We will take into account your usual seat preference. When you 

arrive you will be shown to a seat (s). we can have one person at each end. Parents 



with young children will be seated close to the south aisle, so they can easy take a 
child/children outside, if they are restless. 

Please use the hand sanitiser on entry and exit, and when arriving keep 2m behind 
the person in front as you make your way to your seat. If you give to the church 
using cash or envelopes, there will be a plate at the back which you can use on the 

way in or the way out. We would encourage you to use our contactless donation 
terminal to make your offering to church. 

There will be a simple order of service on your seat, which has been put there by 

someone who will have recently sanitised their hands. 

You are asked to remain in your seat for the entire service, and we will seek to 
minimise the number of people who need to come out to the front. 

At communion, people will only receive in one kind. We will ensure the wafers are 

covered on the altar, and for the administration the priest will come around the 
church, wearing a mask to administer the wafers to the congregation. If you wish to 
receive, please put your hands out as normal in your seat. if you would prefer to 

receive standing that is fine too. If you do not yet feel comfortable receiving 
communion then you may continue to receive communion spiritually. 

At the end of the service we are asked to leave fairly promptly and quietly, and as 

you leave please place your order of service in the plastic tub/tray at the back of the 
church. Again please ensure you leave 2m behind the person in front as you leave. 
We are sorry that we are not allowed to offer refreshments or a space to socialise 

within the church building, but the government have decided the church should be 
as Victorian as possible to minimise the risk of infection! We will send a ZOOM invite 
to meet ‘for coffee’ at 11am – or you can chat socially distanced int eh car park or 

peace garden. 

Thank you all for bearing with us through this strange time, and if you are lucky I 
may even make a video to explain all this information too! 

It will be lovely to see you on Sunday, 26th July,  whether online or in person! 

Reverend Jutta Brueck 

 


