Parish of St. Thomas, Apostle & Martyr, Ipswich

Sunday, 30th June 2019

Feast of St. Thomas – Patronal Festival
and Revd. Cat’s First Mass
The Collect
Almighty and eternal God, who, for the firmer
foundation of our faith, allowed your holy apostle
Thomas to doubt the resurrection of your Son till word
and sight convinced him: grant to us, who have not seen,
that we also may believe and so confess Christ as our
Lord and our God; who is alive and reigns with you, in the
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

The Bishop addressed the congregation & today I ask:
Brothers and sisters, you have heard how great is the
charge that Revd. Cat is ready to undertake.
Will you continually pray for her?
All We will.
Will you uphold and encourage them in her ministry?
All We will.
Prayer

First Reading

Congratulations to
The Revd. Cat Connolly
on her Ordination to the Priesthood
yesterday.
At the Ordination service the Bishop said:
God calls his people to follow Christ, and forms us into
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, to declare the
wonderful deeds of him who has called us out of
darkness into his marvellous light. In baptism the
whole Church is summoned to witness to God’s love
and to work for the coming of his kingdom. To serve
this royal priesthood, God has given particular
ministries.
Priests are called to be servants and shepherds among
the people to whom they are sent. With their Bishop
and fellow ministers, they are to proclaim the word of
the Lord and to watch for the signs of God’s new
creation. Formed by the word, they are to call their
hearers to repentance and to declare in Christ’s name
the absolution and forgiveness of their sins.
With all God’s people, they are to tell the story of
God’s love. They are to baptize new disciples … and to
walk with them in the way of Christ, nurturing them in
the faith. They are to unfold the Scriptures, to preach
the word in season and out of season, and to declare
the mighty acts of God. They are to preside at the
Lord’s table and lead his people in worship, offering
with them a spiritual sacrifice of praise and
thanksgiving. They are to bless the people in God’s
name. They are to resist evil, support the weak,
defend the poor, and intercede for all in need. They
are to minister to the sick and prepare the dying for
their death. Guided by the Spirit, they are to discern
and foster the gifts of all God’s people that the whole
Church may be built up in unity and faith.

Ephesians 2.19-22
So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you
are citizens with the saints and also members of the
household of God, built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the
cornerstone. In him the whole structure is joined
together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in
whom you also are built together spiritually into a
dwelling-place for God.

Psalm 31.1-6
Refrain: In you, o Lord, I seek refuge
1 In you, O Lord, I seek refuge; do not let me ever be put
to shame; in your righteousness deliver me. Incline your
ear to me; rescue me speedily. Be a rock of refuge for
me, a strong fortress to save me.
2 You are indeed my rock and my fortress; for your
name’s sake lead me and guide me, take me out of the
net that is hidden for me, for you are my refuge.
3 Into your hand I commit my spirit; you have redeemed
me, O Lord, faithful God. You hate those who pay regard
to worthless idols, but I trust in the Lord.

The Gospel Reading

John 20.24-29
But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the
twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. So the
other disciples told him, ‘We have seen the Lord.’ But he
said to them, ‘Unless I see the mark of the nails in his
hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my
hand in his side, I will not believe.’
A week later his disciples were again in the house, and
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut,
Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be
with you.’ Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here
and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my
side. Do not doubt but believe.’ Thomas answered him,
‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him, ‘Have you
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those
who have not seen and yet have come to believe.’

