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Dear St Thomas family, 

This Sunday, we will have been in lockdown for five weeks – time to send an update of 

how we are as a Church. At the bottom of this letter, you find a ‘News from the 

congregation section’ to help us all feeling connected. Everyone is welcome to 

contribute. 

The last time we celebrated the Eucharist at St Thomas was Sunday, 22nd March, 

Mothering Sunday, with two people present and myself as celebrant. After five weeks of 

lockdown, and I sincerely hope that you continue to feel well connected to St Thomas 

Church and also spiritually fed. If not, please tell us, if there is anything we can do for 

you. 

Revs Cat, Simon and I are working from our homes.  We are grateful to the church 

wardens and Malcolm for keeping an eye on the church building and premises – the 

photo on the reading sheet today was taken by Malcolm. The ministry team are making 

sure that those who live on their own receive regular phone calls. Everyday life is very 

different for all of us, as is church life. Cat and I are in touch with everyone in church 

for whom we have contact details, either by post, email or phone. I am glad to say that 

in my conversations I notice that  in the midst of the challenges and anxiety that come 

with the pandemic, everyone is thankful for the good things in their lives, however 

small, appreciating the thoughtfulness, commitment and kindness of others. Everyone is 

making an effort to stay positive.  

Cat, Simon and I are very encouraged by the feedback we are receiving in response to 

our weekly mailing, videos and Zoom church invitations. ( ZOOM is a computer 

programme that enables people to meet ‘virtually, on the computer’). At present, we 

have twenty people to whom we send a weekly mailing through the post. About sixty 

people receive our weekly emails and anyone can access our Worship Videos through 

the St Thomas facebook page. About twenty people join the ZOOM worship on Sundays 

at 10am. Next week, we are livestreaming a Eucharist at 10am on the church facebook 

page. 

I am very heartened by the sense that so many of you are spending more time praying -

either by joining in with the daily office livestreamed from the Bishops Chapel and other 

places, or, by saying your prayers at home. Our weekly intercession list is growing, as 

people are getting ill with Covid19, or being diagnosed with other serious illnesses, 

which feel more threatening in the current health climate. We strongly believe that our  
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prayer makes a difference and ask you to pray for people daily, if you can. In our church 

family, we are so thankful that Jim and Daphne are making a good recovery after 

having been in hospital with Covid 19, and that baby Dylan is developing beautifully, 

following a difficult birth. 

Until this week, ‘normal’ church business has been on hold. The PCC has not met since 

January; I am hoping to arrange a ‘ZOOM’ meeting in the next month. The Inspiring 

Ipswich Learning Community met on Wednesday. We will concentrate on getting the 

new website up and running, and are thinking about the mission opportunities in the 

current situation, as many people are more open to the spiritual dimension of life. Our 

APCM, which should have taken place this Sunday is postponed until further notice. The 

St Thomas Pilgrim Community have continued to pray throughout, and we had our first 

ZOOM community meeting on Monday. 

While the building is closed for worship and community groups, we are not receiving 

any income from those who give weekly or hire our premises. Thankfully, we about half 

the congregation give through the parish giving scheme or by standing order, so that 

our cash flow for the moment is fine. We continue to pay our monthly contribution to 

the Diocese, to help them as they need pay the clergy, other salaries and honour their 

commitments. 

If you would like to support the church financially while we are unable to meet, you can 

send a cheque, payable to ‘St Thomas Church PCC’ to ‘St Thomas Treasurer, Emma 

Knight, Rookery Nook, Bullen Lane, Bramford, Ipswich IP8 4JD, or make a bank transfer 

to the Account of St Thomas the Apostle Church PCC Sort code:  16-22-17 Account no: 

10031106.  

Please, let Cat or myself know, if you have any questions, concerns, suggestions. As of 

this week, we are including a ‘News of members of the congregation’ in our weekly 

mailing. In addition to asking you to send in prayer requests, it would also be nice to 

receive little stories of what inspires you/ where you meet God in these unusual times.  

My hunch is that we have more ‘God’ moments than usual. 

God bless you, protect you and give you peace, 

With love in Christ, 

 

      Jutta     Cat  

Rev Jutta Brueck                 Rev Cat Connolly          

(Priest in charge)        (Assistant Curate) 

 

 

 

 


